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BROWN, Arthur                      
 

Rifleman, 235023  
1st /5th Battalion,  
The King's (Liverpool Regiment)  
formerly 19715, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 20th September, 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 30 years 
 

Born in Haverhill on 8th October 1887, 
Arthur Brown was the first child of 
John William Brown and Louisa, nee 
Peters, who were living at 33 Mill 
Road.  He was baptised Arthur John 
at the Old Independent Church 
Haverhill on 27th November 1887. 
 
John, a silk weaver from Stambourne, 
Essex, and Louisa, a needlewoman 
from Whittlesford, Cambridgeshire, 
were married in the autumn of 1879.  
In January 1891 Arthur’s sister 
Winifred Ellen was born but by this 
time Louisa’s recently widowed 
mother, Sarah, and her only sibling, 
William, were also living with them. 
 
By 1901, the family had moved to 34 
Duddery Road, and Arthur, aged 13 
years, was still at school, unlike many 
of his peers.  John and William were 
still silk weavers and Sarah was a 
shirt finisher working at home. 

 
Arthur must have been a good scholar, because by 1911, aged 23 he was a clerk 
working at Gurteen’s factory.  Sadly, his uncle William and his grandmother Sarah 
had both died, and sister Winifred had moved away, leaving just Arthur living with his 
parents at No 34, his father still working as a silk weaver. 
 
Arthur was one of the first to volunteer from the Haverhill area.  The South-West 
Suffolk Echo reported on 26th September 1914 that he had enlisted in the Suffolk 
Regiment at Bury St Edmunds, as Private No. 19715.  
 
He later transferred to 5th Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment as Rifleman No. 
235023. 
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Arthur saw action in the 3rd Battle of Ypres, which was launched on the 31st May 
1917 to capture a series of ridges around Passchendaele.  Some two miles was 
gained on the first day but that night rain began to fall and persisted for several 
weeks turning the battleground into a quagmire with men and horses disappearing 
into craters of thick, sticky Flanders mud. 

One of the objectives of this battle was to divert German attention from the weakened 
French front further south. The Battle of the Menin Road Ridge, which started on the 
20th September 1917, was just part of this much larger battle. It was here that Arthur 
would unfortunately lose his life. 

The war diaries for 20th September 1917 show that the 5th Battalion were involved in 
an attack starting at 5.40am which passed through 7th Kings, taking Green Line and 
consolidating the position which ran from Hill 37 on the left to Zevencote on the right.  
Casualties noted: 4 Officers killed; 5 Officers wounded; 41 Other Ranks killed; 7 
Other Ranks died of wounds; 7 Other Ranks missing; 114 Other Ranks wounded. 
 
Arthur, aged 30, was killed by a sniper during this attack.  
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 20th October 1917 reported that: 

  
‘Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Brown, of 34 Duddery Road, have been officially 
notified of the death of their only son, Rifleman Arthur J. Brown, of 
the King's (Liverpool Regt.). Deceased who was thirty years of age, 
was well known locally, and his death will be regretted by his many 
friends. Amongst the local sporting community Rifleman Brown will 
be remembered as the Hon. Secretary of the Old Independent 
Institute F.C. during the years that organisation carried all before 
them in the junior football world. Prior to enlistment in the latter part 
of 1916 he was employed as a clerk by Messrs. D. Gurteen & Sons. 
Joining up with the Suffolks he was in training for eleven weeks 
before going to France, in the closing days of 1916, where he was 
transferred to the King's.  
 
The following letter from the Lieut. has been received by Mrs. Brown:  
 
"It is my painful duty to notify you that your son, No.235023 Rifleman 
A.J. Brown, was killed in action with the Battalion on the 20th 
September. All his comrades and officers miss your son, who was so 
cheerful and willing to fulfil his duty under all circumstances, and they 
join with me in expressing deepest sympathy with you and your 
loss".  
 
In response to enquiries for further particulars, the additional details 
have been received: "He was in the attack with the Battalion on the 
20th September. He was killed instantly by a sniper whilst we were 
digging in at our final objective. He was buried near by where he fell, 
which is in front of Ypres".’  
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Arthur has no known grave and  is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial along with 
almost 35,000 fellow servicemen who have no known grave. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(photo courtesy 
of CWGC) 

 
 
 
 
 
Private Brown A.J. 
was awarded the 
Victory and British 
Medals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arthur is also named (as Albert) on the Gurteen’s Roll of Honour and a photograph of 
him is on display in the museum in Chauntry Mill. 
 
 
Also serving with Arthur in the 1st / 5th Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment was 
fellow Haverhill man Frederick Beavis who also lost his life on the same day and who 
is also commemorated at Tyne Cot. 


